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THE SECRET OF KELLS NAMED BEST IRISH FILM BY THE 

DUBLIN FILM CRITICS CIRCLE

Hailed by Screen Daily as “certain to draw fans…VISUALLY RAVISHING…MAGIC,” Cartoon Saloon’s THE SECRET OF KELLS has been named Best Irish Film by the Dublin Film Critics Circle at the 2009 Jameson Dublin International Film Festival. 
Described by the DFCC as “a lavish animation,” THE SECRET OF KELLS is a powerful, moving, and humorous tale of the adventure, action and danger that await twelve-year-old Brendan, who must fight Vikings and a serpent god to find a crystal and complete the legendary Book of Kells. Brendan must overcome his deepest fears on a secret quest that will take him—for the first time ever—beyond the abbeys walls into the enchanted forest where dangerous mythical creatures hide. It is here that he meets the fairy Aisling, a mysterious young white wolf/girl, who will become his closest friend and helper. With the terrifying Viking Hordes closing in, will Brendan succeed in his quest to illuminate the darkness and prove that enlightenment is the best fortification against barbarians?
The DFCC announced the prizes on Friday, February 20 at the Irish Film Institute in a discussion hosted by Dave Fanning that included John Maguire (Sunday Business Post), George Byrne (Evening Herald), Donald Clarke (The Irish Times), Paul Lynch (Sunday Tribune) and DFCC President Tara Brady (Hot Press). 
In wide release on March 6, THE SECRET OF KELLS is already garnering International critical acclaim in the French press, with Télérama calling it “a true revelation,” Première praising its “visual richness” as “splendid…marvelous!” and L’Express calling the film “a festival for the eyes.”  
THE SECRET OF KELLS introduces the illuminated animation of the award-winning director Tomm Moore and is produced by the acclaimed producers of SKUNK FU. The film features original music by the Academy Award nominated Bruno Coulais and Kíla.
As well as this wonderful critical acclaim, THE SECRET OF KELLS received a standing ovation from almost 800 members of the public when it had the honour of closing the 2009 Jameson Dublin International Film Festival. The Gala premiere was attending by key cast including Brendan Gleeson, Mick Lally, Evan McGuire, and Christen Mooney, Director Tomm Moore, Producer Paul Young, and KILA. Also in attendance were key invited guests including actresses Saoirse Ronan and Sarah Bolger and writer Irvine Welsh.
THE SECRET OF KELLS releases in Irish cinemas on March 6th 

Cert: PG                Running Time: 79 mins

www.thesecretofkells.com 

For further press information on the Irish release of the film please contact 

Ruth Bradley on 01 8883622 or ruth.bradley@disney.com
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